
American         Ethical Society Without Walls (ESWoW) 
 Ethical   Application   
 Union  Please print each letter in clear block letters, entering only one letter/number/character per block. 
 
LAST NAME      FIRST NAME        MI 

       
 
STREET ADDRESS            APT/FLR # 

  
 
ADDRESS #2                         

   
 
CITY       STATE/PROVINCE            ZIP/POSTAL CODE 

 /    -  
 
DAY PHONE                  EVE PHONE               MALE    FEMALE        BIRTH YEAR (If Student /Young Adult) 

- -      - -                        
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS    

 

 
The Eight Commitments of Ethical Culture 

 
1. ETHICS IS CENTRAL.  The most central human issue in our lives involves creating a more humane environment. 
 

2. ETHICS BEGINS WITH CHOICE.  Creating a more humane environment begins by affirming the need to make significant choices  

 in our lives. 
 

3. WE CHOOSE TO TREAT EACH OTHER AS ENDS, NOT MERELY MEANS.  To enable us to be whole, in a fragmented world,  

 we choose to treat each other as unique individuals having intrinsic worth. 
 

4. WE SEEK TO ACT WITH INTEGRITY.  Treating one another as ends requires that we learn to act with integrity.  This includes  

 keeping commitments, and being more open, honest, caring and responsive. 
 

5. WE ARE COMMITTED TO EDUCATE OURSELVES.  Personal progress is possible, both in wisdom and in social life.  Learning  

 how to build ethical relationships and cultivate a humane community is a life long endeavor. 
 

6. SELF-REFLECTION AND OUR SOCIAL NATURE REQUIRES US TO SHAPE A MORE HUMANE WORLD.  Spiritual life is  

 rooted in self-reflection, but can only come to full flower in community.  This is because people are social, needing both primary  
 relationships and larger, supportive groups to become fully human.  Our social nature requires that we reach beyond ourselves to  
 decrease suffering and increase creativity in the world. 
 

7. DEMOCRATIC PROCESS IS ESSENTIAL TO OUR TASK.  The democratic process is essential to a humane social order  

 because it respects the worth of persons and elicits and allows a greater expression of human capacities.  Democratic process  
 also implies a commitment to shared responsibility and authority. 
 

8. LIFE ITSELF INSPIRES RELIGIOUS RESPONSE.  Although awareness of impending death intensifies the human quest for  

 meaning, and lends perspective to all our achievements, the mystery of life itself, the need to belong, to feel connected to the  
 universe, and the desire for celebration and joy, are primary factors motivating human “religious” experience. 
 

Ethical Culture is a humanistic religious and educational movement inspired by the ideal that the supreme aim of human life is working 
to create a more humane society. 
 

Our faith is in the capacity and responsibility of human beings to act in their personal relationships and in the larger community to help 
create a better world. 
 

Our commitment is to the worth and dignity of the individual, and to treating each human being so as to bring out the best in him or her. 
 

 
I agree with all of the above and wish to support the Ethical Culture Movement by becoming a member of ESWoW member in the 
American Ethical Union.  I will pay dues to support the Ethical Culture Movement as long as I remain a Member of ESWoW. 
 

I enclose a check for $ ____ as my annual dues.  (Annual dues are $75 per calendar year; $25 if you are a student/young adult 25 
years or younger.)  We are grateful that some of our ESWoW members are able to support our work with additional contributions. 
 

Please make checks payable to the American Ethical Union (AEU) with ESWoW in the memo area. 

 
  Please check here if you do not want us to share your name, address, and telephone number with other ESWoW members in your 

area that may wish to hold a meeting or form a new Ethical Culture Society. 
  
Signature       Date 
 



OPTIONAL INFORMATION: 
 

Birth Date / /  Marital Status __________ Name of Spouse __________________________________________ 
       Month         Day    Year 

Current / Previous Occupation _________________________________________ 
 
Previous Ethical Society Membership ____________________________________ Active Years of Past Membership _____________ 
 
Educational Background _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Other Past Religious Affiliation ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did you hear about the Ethical Culture Movement? _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
AREAS OF INTEREST: 
 

 Moral Education     Philosophy     Building Community  

 
My volunteer activities are  __________________________________________  Other ______________________________ 
 
 
I would be interested in networking with other Ethical Culture members on such topics as ____________________________________ 
 

I would be interested in getting together with other ESWoW members living in the vicinity   Yes    No. 

 

I would be interested in quarterly monthly other get-togethers. 

 
I would be willing to travel to such get-togethers for up to _______ hours. 
 

I would be willing to help organize such get-togethers  Yes   No. 

 
 
 
Thank you for joining The American Ethical Union.  The optional information gathered will help us to better serve our ESWoW member 
and is solely intended to improve and expand our ESWoW program. 
 
 
Please return this form to: 
 
 
 

The American Ethical Union 
Two West 64th Street, Room 406 
New York, New York 10023-7104 


